Distal Tracheal Resection and Reconstruction: State of the Art and Lessons Learned.
Tracheal disease is an infrequent problem requiring surgery. A high index of suspicion is necessary to correctly diagnose the problems. Primary concerns are safe control and assessment of the airway, familiarity with the principles of airway surgery, preserving tracheal blood supply, and avoiding anastomotic tension. A precise reproducible anastomotic technique must be mastered. Operation requires close cooperation with a knowledgeable anesthesia team. The surgeon must understand how to achieve the least tension on the anastomosis to avoid. It is advisable to examine the airway before discharge to check for normal healing and airway patency.